
Asnières-sur-Seine, 24 July 2023

Mr Arkady Dvorkovitch
FIDE President

Avenue de Rhodanie 54
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland

Dear Arkady,

By this letter, I, in my capacity as the President of the French Chess Federation / Federation
Francaise des Échecs (the "Federation"), acting upon the decision of the “Comité Directeur”
of the Federation No. 7, hereby confirm the consent of the Federation for the purposes of
the New Caledonia Chess League to be accepted as a FIDE affiliated organization in
accordance with the FIDE Charter.

With my best wishes,

Éloi Relange
President of the French Chess Federation
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FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE DES ÉCHECS 
Recognized by the International Olympic Committee (1999) 

54 Avenue de Rhodanie, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland 
(+41) 216010039           office@fide.com   http://www.fide.com 

QUESTIONNAIRE  

1. Exact name of the chess Federation: Ligue d’échecs de Nouvelle-

Calédonie founded in 2014

2. Postal address :144 rue Benebig .............................................................

98800 Nouméa ......................................................................................  

Telephone :+687 52 76 43 ............ Telefax : Non applicable ....................  

E-mail :ligue.echecs.nc@gmail.com .......................................................  

Telex : non applicable .................. Cable Address :non applicable ...........  

3. Full name of President (Chairman) : Julien BELLIER .............................

4. Full name of Executive Director (General Secretary or other full -time

official) : Julien BELLIER

5. What is (are) your national language(s) ? French ....................................

Which of the following FIDE languages* do you prefer and what is your 

second choice ? 1french ..........................2.english .................................  

* English, French, German, Spanish, Russian, Arabic and Portugese are

FIDE languages. FIDE Minutes are published in English. 

6. How many individual members (players) do you have ? 374 in 2022 .......

How many competitions for individuals did you have last year ?  12 FIDE 

and 20 no FIDE .....................  

How many of these were for players under 16 years of age ? 10 in 

competition (FIDE and No FIDE) and 57 in school .................................  

Name your National individual champion :   Michel VEU ........................  
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7. How many affiliated clubs do you have ? 3 .............................................

How many team competitions do you organize in a year ?  0 ....................  

8. Are you the only national organization for chess in your country ? YES ..

Name others (if any) :Non applicable .....................................................  

9. Name your player(s) with FIDE titles (if any) :  non applicable ................

 .............................................................................................................  

10. What is the name of your official chess magazine (if any and please

enclose a copy) ? non applicable

11. Will your Federation have the opportunity to take part in the activities of

FIDE (for example, to organize international  tournaments, send

representatives to official FIDE competitions) ?  Yes ...............................  

12. Do you receive any government support ? Yes ........................................

If yes, give details, stating cash subsidy given last year or recently ? ......  

7500 euros in 2021, 10000 euros in 2022, 14000 euros in 2023 ...............  

What government department is in charge of chess ?..ANS and CTOS – 

Comité Territorial Olympique et sportif ....................... 

13. Does your country have a National Olympic Committee that is affiliated

to the International Olympic Committee ? Yes ........................................  

14. What is your relationship with your National Olympic Committee ?. We

are an affiliated organization   .................................................................  

15. Do you receive any subsidy from your National Olympic Committee ?

No cash, but we have been provided an office since 2022

If yes, give details, stating cash subsidy given last year or recently ?  ......  

Non applicable ......................................................................................  

16. Are there restrictions on membership in your Federation (on national,

political, racial, social or religious grounds or on account of sex) ? No ...

17. Does your Federation acknowledge the Charter of FIDE and develop

activities in accordance with the Statutes ?  Yes ......................................  
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18. Is your country an independent state with its own constitution ?  No it is

an overseas territory of France

If not, is it fully autonomous in the administration of sport ? Yes ............  

Is your country a member of the United Nations, or do you have an 

Observer status in the United Nations ? (If so, state year) Registred on 

the list of Non-Self-Governing Territories ..............................................  

Does your country have a national flag and national anthem ? French flag 

19. Are there in principle restrictions for issuing visas to foreigners ? No

(Visas) ..................................................................................................  

20. Do you have a copy of your Federation Statutes or Consti tution ? Yes .....

If yes, please forward a copy with this questionnaire. 

Are your Statutes approved by your government ? Yes ............................  

If so, by which government entity ? The Ministery of Sports and Culture 

National Chess Federation Authorized Official :  

Name : BELLIER JULIEN ..........................................................................  

Position : President of Ligue d’échecs de Nouvelle-Calédonie ......................  

Signature : ................................................. Date : 30/07/2023 .....................  
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STATUTES OF THE NEW CALEDONIA
CHESS LEAGUE

These statutes are established for the application of articles 1.2.1 and 1.2.2 of the Statutes of the
French Chess Federation (Federation) adopted by the General Assembly on February 12, 2012.

1. Definition and Purpose

The Federation establishes regional bodies called "Regional Leagues" and departmental bodies called
"Departmental Committees".

Thus, the NEW CALEDONIA CHESS LEAGUE is a member of the French Chess Federation as a Law
1901 association and has been declared to the High Commission of New Caledonia. The receipt for
this declaration was issued on 3/3/2014 under number W9N1004681 and was published in JONC No.
9010 on 11/03/2014.

The registered office is located at 1 rue Paul Valery, 98800 Noumea.

This registered office may be transferred to any other location in this municipality upon a decision of
the Executive Committee and to any other municipality upon a decision of the General Assembly. The
duration of the association is unlimited.

Within its territorial jurisdiction, the League applies the policies of the Federation, which has the right of
access to documents relating to its management and accounting, and ensures, under its control, the
implementation of some of its missions. Its governing bodies must comply with and ensure compliance
with the Federation's statutes and regulations.

Regional, departmental, or local bodies of overseas departments or territories may carry out
cooperation activities with sports organizations in the states of their geographical area. With the
agreement of the Federation, they may organize international sporting events of a regional nature or
form teams to participate in them.

2. Composition of the League

The League is composed of sports associations affiliated with the French Chess Federation whose
registered office is located within its territorial jurisdiction.

The Federation delegates to the leagues the prior control of the missions entrusted to the
departmental committees of their region, including the right of access to documents relating to their
management and accounting.
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The Federation delegates to the Leagues the control of prior compliance of the affiliated associations
within their jurisdiction. They ensure, in particular, that their statutes guarantee democratic functioning,
transparency of management, equal access of women and men to governing bodies, the rights of
defense, and the absence of discrimination.

3. Affiliation to the Federation

Affiliation to the Federation may only be refused by the League to a sports association established for
the practice of chess under the following conditions:

- Its statutes do not guarantee the democratic functioning of the association, transparency of its
management, and equal access of women and men to its governing bodies.

- Its statutes are incompatible with these statutes.
- Its statutes do not recognize the legitimate territorial authority authorized by the Youth and

Sports Department of the territory.
- The documents listed in the internal regulations have not been provided.

The loss of membership occurs through expulsion pronounced by the Executive Committee under the
conditions described in article 1.3.2 of the federation's statutes, namely:

- Refusal of affiliation
- Dissolution decided according to the statutory conditions of the association.

4. The License

License A allows participation in all FFE competitions, including competitions approved for FIDE ELO
rating and team competitions.

License B allows participation in rapid chess tournaments (less than 1 hour) and obtaining a "rapid"
rating.

Licenses A and B provide coverage under the Federation's insurance.

The License is defined in article 1.4 of the FFE statutes, and, subject to the incompatibilities defined in
its articles 2.3.3 and 2.5.3, any licensee who is sixteen years of age or older may be appointed to a
position of responsibility or be a candidate in the election for the designation of members of the
Executive Committee.

The withdrawal of a valid License from its holder occurs for disciplinary or sporting reasons and is
notified to the holder in accordance with the provisions of the Disciplinary Regulations, the sporting
regulations, or the regulations relating to the fight against doping, respecting the rights of defense.
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5. General Assembly of the League

5.1 Functions

The General Assembly defines, directs, and controls the general policy of the League and has
exclusive jurisdiction to:

- Hear the annual reports on the management of the Executive Committee and the moral and
financial situation of the League.

- Approve the budget and accounts of the closed financial year.
- Determine the membership fees due from the members of the associations within its territorial

jurisdiction, provided that the League's share does not exceed that of the Federation.
- Adopt, upon proposal of the Executive Committee, the Internal Regulations, financial

regulations, disciplinary regulations, and regulations against doping.
- Decide on the acquisition, exchange, and alienation of real estate, the creation of mortgages,

leases exceeding nine years, and loans exceeding current management.

5.2 Composition and Votes

The President of the League chairs the General Assembly, assisted by the members of the Executive
Committee.

The General Assembly is composed of representatives of the sports associations affiliated with the
Federation, in the person of their president (in their capacity as such), whose dues must be up to date.
In their absence, they may be represented by a special mandate entrusted to any person who is
sixteen years of age or older and enjoys the rights conferred by the License.

The number of votes available to these representatives is based on the total number of License A and
License B holders who adhere to them, as officially determined during the previous sports season,
according to the following scales:

- Club with 5 to 14 License A holders = 1 vote
- Club with 15 to 34 License A holders = 2 votes
- Club with 35 to 59 License A holders = 3 votes
- Beyond 59 License A holders, the Club has an additional vote per 30 holders.

In addition, each club has a number of votes based on the number of its License B holders, according
to the following scale:

- 1 to 30 License B = 0 votes
- 31 to 100 License B = 1 vote
- 101 to 300 License B = 2 votes
- 301 to 600 License B = 3 votes
- More than 600 License B = 4 votes
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No delegate or proxy can have more than 20 votes other than those of the Club they represent.

5.3 Convocations

The Ordinary General Assembly is convened by the President of the League and meets at least once
a year on the date set by the Executive Committee, and whenever the Committee or at least one-third
of the members of the General Assembly representing at least one-third of the votes require it.

The agenda of the General Assembly is set by the Executive Committee. It is established no later than
three weeks before the meeting and made available to the associations by postal or electronic mail, or
by publication on the League's website.

The Extraordinary General Assembly meets upon convocation requested by an absolute majority of
the members of the Executive Committee or one-third of the members of the Assembly representing at
least one-third of the votes. Its date is set by the Executive Committee and published at least one
month in advance.

6. The Executive Committee of the League

The Executive Committee meets at least three times a year upon convocation by the President and
whenever a majority of its members request it. It can only deliberate if at least one-third of its members
are present.

The President establishes the agenda and sends it to the members of the Executive Committee at
least eight days before the scheduled meeting.

Three consecutive and unexcused absences of a member of the Board of Directors constitute
resignation.

6.1 Functions

The Board of Directors is the governing body of the League, and its members must be up to date with
their license. It has the authority to:

- Adopt all regulations other than those adopted by the General Assembly, including the medical
regulations and the sports regulations.

- Ensure the execution of the budget and exercise all powers not assigned to another body of
the League by these statutes.

- Establish commissions other than those provided for by laws, regulations, and decrees,
deemed useful for improving the functioning of the League.

6.1.1 Term of Office

The term of office for members of the Executive Committee is four years and expires no later than
March 31 following the Summer Olympic Games. Outgoing members are eligible for re-election.
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The General Assembly can only revoke this mandate if it is convened for this purpose upon the
request of at least one-third of its members, representing at least one-third of the votes, provided that
two-thirds are present or represented, and the decision receives an absolute majority of the votes cast.

6.2 Composition and Voting Procedure

The Executive Committee consists of 9 members representing all categories of license holders. Its
members are elected by a list vote by the General Assembly.

The representation of women on the Executive Committee is ensured by the obligation to allocate
them at least one seat if the number of female license holders is less than 10% of the total number of
license holders, and an additional seat for each additional 10% beyond the first.

6.3 Ineligibility for the Executive Committee

Any person aged 16 or over and holding a license from the Federation at the time of submitting the
candidacy is eligible, except:

- French nationals convicted of a sentence that prevents their registration on the electoral roll.
- Foreign nationals convicted of a sentence that, when imposed on a French citizen, prevents

their registration on the electoral roll.
- Persons who have been disqualified for a period of time, particularly for serious violations of

technical or ethical rules relating to sports practice.

6.4 Vacancy

The Executive Committee may establish commissions, the list of which is determined by the internal
regulations. Each of these commissions is chaired by a member of the Executive Committee. In
addition to the commission presidents, these commissions must be composed of active members.

The commission presidents will inform the board of the dates and times of their sessions and may
invite external speakers to participate in their work. The members of the association's board are
ex-officio members of all commissions. Any proposal emanating from these commissions is subject to
approval by the Executive Committee.

7. The League's Board

7.1 Functions

The Board is the executive body of the League and ensures its day-to-day administration. Acting on
delegation from the Executive Committee, it prepares and implements its decisions within the
framework of the orientations defined in the General Assembly. It can be convened at any time and
without any specific formalities by the President. In case of deliberation and tie votes, the President's
vote is decisive. The Board has full authority to take any conservatory measures to preserve the
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material and moral interests of the League and its individual and corporate members. Such a measure
must be ratified by the Executive Committee at its nearest meeting.

7.2 Composition

The Board consists of no more than 4 members, including a number of women in accordance with the
principle set out in Article 6.2 of these statutes, all chosen from the Executive Committee. It includes at
least the President, Vice President, Secretary General, and Treasurer.

Upon their election, the President proposes the composition of the Board to the Executive Committee,
which must ratify it by a simple majority. The President may, at any time and under the same
conditions, reconstitute it for the remaining term of office, which ends with that of the Executive
Committee.

8. The President of the League

8.1 Election

The person who obtains the majority of votes in the General Assembly is elected as the President of
the League. The President's term of office ends with that of the Executive Committee.

8.2 Functions

The President chairs the meetings of the General Assembly, Executive Committee, and Board, and
approves expenditures. They represent the League in all civil matters and may delegate certain
powers. However, in the absence of the President, the representation of the League in court can only
be ensured by a representative acting under a special power of attorney.

8.3 Incompatibilities

The positions of CEO, President of a board of directors or supervisory board, resident and member of
a management board, delegated administrator, CEO, deputy CEO, or manager exercised in
companies, enterprises, or establishments whose main activity consists of carrying out work, supplying
goods or services on behalf of or under the control of the League, its internal bodies, or affiliated
associations are incompatible with the position of President of the League. These provisions apply to
any person who, directly or indirectly, effectively directs one of the aforementioned entities.

8.4 Incapacity and Vacancy

In the event of a vacancy or an incapacity exceeding 3 months of the President for any reason, their
functions are temporarily exercised by the Vice President, and in the absence of the Vice President, by
the Secretary General.
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At its first meeting following the vacancy, and after being completed if necessary, the General
Assembly elects a new President for the remaining term of office.

9. Territorial Arbiters Commission

In accordance with the directives and instructions issued by the National Arbitration Directorate
defined in Article 7.6 of the Federation's Internal Regulations, a Territorial Arbiters Commission is
established to propose the conditions under which the training and development of arbiters are
ensured within the League. Its composition and functioning are specified in the League's Internal
Regulations.

10. Annual Resources

The League's annual resources, in addition to any authorized by law, include:

- Income from its assets.
- The revenue from dues and licenses paid by the Federation and the revenue from League

events.
- Grants from the state, local authorities, and public institutions.
- Resources exceptionally created, if applicable with the approval of the competent authority.
- The revenue from fees received for services rendered.
- Acts and donations of patronage, as well as sponsorship.

11. Accounting of the New Caledonia League

The League's accounting is kept in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. It includes an
annual balance sheet, income statement, and notes. Each year, the use of subsidies received by the
League during the past year is justified to the Youth and Sports Department of New Caledonia.

12. Amendment of Statutes and Dissolution

12.1 Procedures for Amendment

The General Assembly intended to amend the statutes is convened with an agenda including
proposals for amendments, either on the proposal of the Executive Committee or on the proposal of at
least one-tenth of the General Assembly members representing at least one-tenth of the votes. In any
case, the convocation and its agenda are sent to the member associations of the League at least
fifteen days before the date set for the assembly meeting.

The General Assembly can only amend the statutes if at least half of its members, representing at
least half of the votes, are present or represented. If this quorum is not reached, the assembly is
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reconvened with the same agenda at least fifteen days before the new date. The assembly then
decides without any quorum requirements.

The General Assembly delegates to two of its members the right to make any additional modifications
required by the Federation, the administration, or the Council of State.

12.2 Dissolution Procedures

The General Assembly can only decide to dissolve the League if it is specifically convened for this
purpose. The decision to dissolve can only be taken under the same quorum and majority conditions
as for amending the statutes.

In the event of an approved dissolution, the General Assembly designates one or more commissioners
responsible for the liquidation of its assets and decides on the disposal of the remaining assets.

13. Oversight and Publicity

13.1 Modifications

The minutes of the General Assembly deliberations deciding on the amendment of the statutes,
dissolution of the League, and liquidation of its assets are promptly sent to the Federation and the
Youth and Sports Department of New Caledonia.

The President of the League or their delegate also informs the Federation and the High Commissioner
of New Caledonia of any amendments to the statutes or changes in the League's leadership within
three months of such changes.

13.2 Minutes

The minutes of the General Assembly, financial and management reports are communicated annually
to the member associations of the League, the Federation, and the Youth and Sports Department of
New Caledonia.

13.3 Publications

Any regulation enacted or amended by the League is published on its website.
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Integration of New-
Caledonia into FIDE
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´ New Caledonia wishes to join FIDE for many reasons : we will briefly you
explain them.

Main information
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We would like greater recognition of the Pac
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We are structured with League and 
Clubs

Extract of web site of New Caledonia League
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A team in charge of Chess development on 
the territory
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Many Chess clubs accross the country 
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FIDE competitions
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Development towards New Caledonia 
University students
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Workshop with schoolchildren
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Online training for primary school
teachers
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Chess training for secondary school
teachers

Annex 3.2.1



Training for chess trainer
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Chess lessons in the penitentiary center 
for more than 10 years
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Actions towards female players and women
(future players)
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Specific actions for people with
disabilities
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Tribal events
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Generations meet : moments of 
sharing
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Digital at the heart of our development
(website and online competition)
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Compliance with regulations
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Support from politicians and institutions
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An international grand master to help 
us :  Samy Shoker
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Chess animators for all levels
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Young people from metropolitan
France come to challenge ours 

« Cagous »
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On the territory, the players are from 7 to 87 
years old
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Competition in Lifou, one of loyalty
Islands
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Promotion actions toward Chess 
pratice

Annex 3.2.1



Organisation of international Open
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Chess on place of coconuts trees, 
emblematic place of Nouméa
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Thanks
Cagous, emblem

of New 
Caledonia
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