
 

The FIDE World Fischer Random Chess Championship  
 

Chess has existed for over 1500 years, and is played by over 600 million people, globally. 

Chess has a position in modern culture and unique values no other sport or activity can 

muster. At the same time, chess needs to balance between respect for the classic beauty of 

the game, and simultaneously look for ways to innovate chess in order to stay relevant for 

new players, media, commercial partners, and the general public. Fischer Random, also 

known as Chess 960, is highly relevant as one of FIDE’s selected tools to innovate the 

sport. 

 

 

The FIDE Management Board has decided to develop Fischer Random (FR) as a new addition to 

the existing formats of chess. The goal is for FR to coexist with the existing formats, to attract 

potential and existing players in a new way. This is to be done in partnership with the 

entrepreneurs who made FR relevant again. They have developed and organized both a show 

match named “The Unofficial Fisher Random World Championship” in 2017 with Magnus 

Carlsen as the winner, and the first official FIDE Fischer Random World Fischer Random Chess 

Championship in 2019, with Wesley So as the winner.  

 

 

Promotion 

In order to broaden the awareness and interest for Fischer Random in general, and particularly 

the FRWCC amongst potential players, potential audience, potential sponsors and general media, 

the relevant committees in FIDE and organizers will cooperate tightly.  

The key elements to create positive interest and attention for FR are: 

- Establish rating 

- Make sure there are tournaments to participate in 

- Launch campaigns targeted towards players, organizers, and chess sites to create 

positive interest and awareness for the concept of FR.  

 

 

 

Global distribution and participation 

The WFRCC cycle is based on the same concept as the classical cycle. In theory, you can come in 

from the street, and qualify for a seat in Championship. But, in the FR cycle, the qualifying 

tournaments, open for anyone, are hosted online. In the first Official Championship, 94 

nationalities were represented in the qualifying rounds. The online part secures easy access and 

a low threshold for anyone who ever dreamt about participating in a Chess World 

Championship.  

The concept of FR is not to take players away from classical chess. The goal is to widen the range 

of interesting ways to play chess for existing players, as well as broaden the scope for ways for 

children to get interested in chess.  

 

 

 

 



THE FIDE WORLD FISCHER RANDOM CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP  

 

The first official championship was not without flaws, and there is room for improvements. That 

is why both FIDE and its commissions shall work closely with the organizers to secure a fair and 

smooth competition. 

 

The following elements for developing an accessible, popular and global World Championship 

cycle are already established, and will be formalized in tight cooperation between FIDE and the 

organizers:  

   

Finance and commercial rights 

The organizers, the limited company Dund AS, owned by Jøran Aulin-Jansson and Arne Horvei, 

are appointed by FIDE as the exclusive organizer of the WFRCC Cycle for 2021 and 2023. This 

includes all and exclusive rights, including but not limited to sponsorships, transmission and 

other commercial agreements. Dund AS will pay to FIDE a fee of 20% of the prize fund raised for 

the championship. 

 

 

Cycle structure 

The FIDE World Fischer Random Cycle is to be organized with finals in November 2021 and 

November 2023. Based on the interest and attention after these two cycles FIDE, in partnership 

with the organizers, are to evaluate, and discuss if the Fischer Random World Championship 

Cycle should continue every second year, or go over to annual cycles.  

Each cycle will consist of both online qualifiers, and over the board finals.  

 

 

Online qualification 

The first steps of the online qualifiers are to be open to all chess players around the world, 

regardless of rating and experience.  

FIDE is working for the online qualification tournaments to be hosted on several platforms. This 

will both help with the global awareness and interest for the Championship, and it can help to 

motivate the online platforms to host Fischer Random tournaments throughout 2020.  

 

Involving different, and competing sites with potentially big differences in technology, anti-

cheating systems, and reach, will require FIDE and the organizers to develop a set of 

specifications. Online platforms that comply with these specifications are welcome to host Open 

Qualifying tournaments on their sites. This will require good planning and dialogue with the 

platforms, in order to keep good control over anti-cheating, timing of tournaments, and number 

of participants that are to be qualified from each platform.  

 

 

Time control 

It is decided that Fischer Random games shall be rated under the time control for Rapid format.  

Which type of Rapid time control, both for online games, and for over the board games, will be 

discussed more in detail.  


